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 The Future Of Warfare - What Weapons Will Be Available? 
Read This Issue And Learn About A Few Of Them 

Heads-up display to give Soldiers improved  
situational awareness 
 
By David Vergun 
 
WASHINGTON (Army News Service) -- A novel technology 
called "Tactical Augmented Reality," or TAR, is now helping 
Soldiers precisely locate their positions, as well as the locations 
of friends and foes, said Richard Nabors.  It even enables them 
to see in the dark, all with a heads-up display device that looks 
like night-vision goggles, or NGV, he added. So in essence, 
TAR replaces NVG, GPS, plus it does much more. 
 
Nabors, an associate for strategic planning at U.S. Army Re-
search, Development and Engineering Command's Communica-
tions-Electronics Research, Development and Engineering Cen-
ter, or CERDEC, spoke about TAR at the Pentagon's Lab Day, 
Thursday. 
 
Currently, most Soldiers use a hand-held GPS system that ap-
proximates their position, he said, but only if their device is geo
-registered to their location.  Geo-registration is the alignment 
of an observed image with a geodetically-calibrated reference 
image.  TAR does the geo-registration automatically, he said. 
 
Staff Sgt. Ronald Geer, a counterterrorism non-commissioned 
officer at CERDEC's Night Vision and Electronics Sensors Di-
rectorate, said that with TAR, Soldiers don't have to look down 
at their GPS device. In fact, they no longer need a separate GPS 
device because with TAR, the image is in the eyepiece, which is 
mounted to the Soldier's helmet in the same way NVG is 
mounted. 
 
So what they would see, he said, is the terrain in front of them, 
overlaid with a map. 
 
TAR is also designed to be used both day and night, he added. 
 
Furthermore, Geer pointed out that the eyepiece is connected 
wirelessly to a tablet the Soldiers wear on their waist and it's 
wirelessly connected to a thermal site mounted on their rifle or 
carbine. 
 
If a Soldier is pointing his or her weapon, the image of the tar-
get, plus other details like the distance to target, can be seen 
through the eyepiece. 
 

The eyepiece even has a split screen, so for example, if the rifle 
is pointed rearward and the Soldier is looking forward, the im-
age shows both views, he said. 
 
Also, a Soldier behind a wall or other obstacle could lift the 
rifle over the wall and see through the sites via the heads-up 
display without exposing his or her head. 
 
Finally, Geer said that TAR's wireless system allows a Soldier 
to share his or her images with other members of the squad. 
The tablet allows Soldiers to input information they need or to 
share their own information with others in their squad. 
 
TECHNOLOGY BREAKTHROUGH 
 
David Fellowes, an electronics engineer at CERDEC, said that 
the key technological breakthrough was miniaturizing the im-
age to fit into the tiny one-inch-by-one-inch eyepiece. 
 
Current commercial technology compresses images into sizes 
small enough to fit into tablet and cell phone-sized windows, 
but getting a high-definition image into the very tiny eyepiece 
was a challenge that could not be met with commercial, off-the
-shelf hardware.  Since about 2008, CERDEC, the Army Re-
search Laboratory and industry have been working to make this 
miniaturization happen, he said. 
 
By about 2010, the image was compressed enough to be shown 
in black and white, as well as a greenish monochrome version, 
he said. 
 
Those systems have already been fielded to certain units, he 
said. 
 
Currently, CERDEC is working on producing more advanced 
versions that are in full color and have a brightness display that 
can even be seen in daylight.  The current monochrome ver-
sions are also bright enough to be seen in daylight. 
 
Fellowes said he's not sure when those will be manufactured 
and fielded, but during user testing, Soldiers expressed their 
deep appreciation of the image sharpness and contrast. 
 
He added that the TARs will provide Soldiers with a much 
higher level of situational awareness than they currently have 
and he said he fully expects that the devices will save lives and 
contribute to mission success. 



 

Join the Patriots Club 

 

We cannot make this publication available without your help.  We 
are in our 19th year of publication.  Add your name to the elite list 
of wonderful people who support The Grapevine and our veterans.  
Donations are tax deductible as described in section 501c(19) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  If your name has been removed from the 
Patriots Club due to expiration, please renew it.  Send your donation 
to:  Quartermaster VFW Post 4252 3190 N. Carl G. Rose Highway 
Hernando, FL  34462.  Checks should be made out to VFW Post 
4252, designated in the remarks for The Grapevine.  A donation will 
appear in The Grapevine for a period of one year for a minimum 
$15 donation and you will be mailed a copy.  Out-of-state residents 
must donate, as we cannot afford mailing and printing.  Active Post 
members in the local area receive a free copy.  A $500 or more do-
nation will be in our publication as long as it is is in print and the 
expiration date will be indicated as ñPermanentò.   There are no re-
funds should The Grapevine cease printing.    

GRAPEVINE PATRIOTS CLUB  

Tibor Halasi-Kun   12/2019 
Gloria Quereux   06/2017 
Jack & Sybil Williamson   05/2018 
Edward & Janet Dyer  01/2018 
Kevin Ryan   01/2018 
Doris Crist   01/2019 
George Daniel   05/2019 
Margaret Monroe   05/2019 
Roland J. Desrosiers  08/2018 
Alva Jean Barron          09/2018 
Kathy Sharpe          09/2017 
Alva Jean Barron   09/2018 
  
 

Damon & Ann Shingleton  Permanent 
Ruth and Michael OôFeild             Permanent 
Doris Crist   12/2017 
Lady Di and Tom   05/2018 
George and Muriel Canning Permanent 
Bucky Palmer   08/2017 
James Bell   08/2017 
MOCA Pup Tent 76  08/2017 
Albert White and Joyce Tasko 05/2018 
Catherine Cahill   06/2018 
Walter & Lille Mabie  05/2018 
Charlotte Poland  & The     
           Tues Night Dart League 08/2017  
Tom Black   09/2017 
John Attanasio Jr.         09/2017 
John & Annie Williamson  01/2020 
Tom Hampton   01/2019 
Lorraine Casucci-Childs  03/2018 
Richard Pilny   03/2018 

Marsha Grundei     In memory of Michael Grundei    Permanent 
Alva OôDonnell   In memory of Neal D. OôDonnell  03/2018 
Jesse A. Lewis     In memory of his loving wife Noreen  Permanent 
Eva Marlene Simpson  In memory of Robert L. Simpson  06/2017 
Frank J. Albrecht   In memory of Florence M. Albrecht  04/2018 
Clara Maurer   In memory of Paul Maurer   Permanent 
Cathy Springer    In memory of  Ben Wall      08/2017 
Harry Rost       In memory of Ada Rost            03/2018 
Joe Fodor         In memory of Thelma Fodor     01/2019 
Bob Huscher    In memory of Joan Huscher   07/2017 
Kathy Sharpe     In memory of Therese Sanford       05/2017 
Frank Buonomo   In memory of Inge Buonomo  08/2018 
Linda Vozzella     In memory of Bob Vozzella   09/2017 
Harry Rost      In memory of Ada Rost          03/2018 
 
 

Here Are The Newest Patriots  
Who Joined or Extended their Membership 

 

 

 
Bill Merryman   02/2019 
Norm & Marge Grady             02/2018 
Greta Crabtree  In Memory of 
                           Dave Sidelinger 05/2020 
Karlyne Dallaire   08/2018 
Venita Hughes  In Memory of  
  William R. Hughes    07/2019 
Mike and Donna Hicks  In memory of  
       Bud Hicks 03/2020 
Dick Bachtel    07/2018 
Albert Burkett    07/2019 

The Grapevine is now being read around 
the world in two newspapers.  Read the 
sister issue of your Grapevine at: 

www.veteranspage.com 

We need your help .  Post funding for it is very low and we need donations to publish the Grapevine.  A $15 donation covers only 
about 75% of the cost to send you the Grapevine for one year.  Obviously, those who are not donating (over 350 members) costs us a 
considerable amount of money for printing and mailing.  In fact, because of budget cuts, we have had to stop mailing outside the 
State of Florida and outside local zip code areas to members who have not donated.  Of course, business ads are also needed.  Please 
donate and ask your local business to support us with a donation for a business card advertisement. 

(ñPermanentò indicates a one time 
donation of over $500 has been made) 

YOUR NAME NEEDS TO BE 
HERE!  DONATE AND 
HELP US! 

the ñmeò who was still growing, learning, and becoming a 
unique person before the trauma(s). It leaves only a desperate 
survivor who may have no clear sense of identity, who many 
ever hate or loathe themselves. As Americaôs longest wars come 
to an end, the damage it left from its path will remain. You can-
not see a silent scream when looking from outside, but you 
might find a glimpse of it while peering deep in someoneôs eyes. 
You will not hear a silent scream in noisy crowded rooms, but if 
you sat down face to face, your heart may sense its painful tune. 
You shall not feel a silent scream amidst our fast-paced world, 
but if you wandered near to it; its anxious spirit might unfurl. 
We walk right past a suffering soul and often just turn away. No 
strength enough to face the grief that this world has made him 
pay. For silent screams are not unique to those who fight and 
die. The living warrior hell survived is left to hold his tears in-
side. 

Suicide Within PTSD  
 
By: VFW 4252 Post Member VICTORIA N CHAD BENNETT 
 
From the days of rocks and sand, to todayôs high tech drones and 
aircraft carries. You feel on edge, inability to concentrate, night-
mares keep coming back, mistrust, sudden noises make you 
jump, insomnia, restlessness, depression, feeling of incomplete, 
expectation of betrayal, impatience with almost any job or even 
course of study. Unfortunately, for those who fought for their 
nation the battlefield doesnôt remain in the far-off land where the 
battlefield took place. In fact, these warriors bring back that bat-
tlefield with them festering in their hearts and minds; sometimes 
even long after their uniforms and boots have been hung up to 
rest. Itôs a continuous challenge living with post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) and our heroes of this country suffer from it 
every day. The sad reality is that 22 veterans a day lose their 
fight with PTSD. As a veteran myself, I have experience and 
seen what this disorder can do. Those tears stand for long-lost 
friends, stories too harsh to tell, and a feeling of camaraderie that 
bubbles up instantly in the presence of other veterans. 
A well-known story of a soldier named Daniel Somers suffering 
from PTSD committed suicide and he left a note behind. In the 
note, he wrote that he felt his government had ñabandonedò him 
and referenced coming home to face a ñsystem of dehumaniza-
tion, neglect, and indifference.ò In late 2006, a story of an Army 
reservist Joshua Omvig went home for Thanksgiving a week 
after he returned from the war in Iraq. While Joshua was home 
he pulled out a gun in front of his mother and shot himself. After 
Joshuaôs suicide, President Bush signed into law a bill named 
after Joshua Omvig. The bill called for better screening of veter-
ans returning from combat, better education, more mental health 
professionals for the Department of Veterans Affairs, more re-
search, and a new suicide hotline. Despite legislation good inten-
tions with the bill the situation has only gotten worse as the war 
goes on. Even with this bill the government simply has not de-
livered on what the law ordered it to do or on protecting our 
own. Our heroes just became numbers in a long list, as the gov-
ernment moved on in its agenda. 
 
As a soldier of the United States Military you hold a sentiment 
that we are big, bold, strong, and never need help. Itôs was like a 
code, an unwritten rule in the military that sought help for PTSD 
was frowned upon. Military culture has often derided soldiers 
suffering from PTSD as cowards, weak, or worse. In Fort Car-
son, Colorado a unit left mock forms titled ñHurt Feelings Re-
portò near a sheet where troops sign out to see doctors. The doc-
ument began, ñReason for filing this reportò and offered choices 
including ñI am thin skinned,ò ñI am a cry baby,ò and ñI want 
my mommy.ò Top commanders routinely talk about the im-
portance of reducing the stigma that keeps soldiers from seeking 
help, but few themselves are willing to share their stories of their 
own struggles with PTSD because of the sentiment it brings. 
Preventing suicide in troubled soldiers with PTSD will continue 
to suffer in silence and them worrying that asking for help will 
end their time in the military until they feel more comfortable 
than the stereotype they will be tagged with.  
 
Post-traumatic stress disorder is the silent wound of the soul. It 
involves rocketing into extreme states of stress and plunging into 
equally extreme states of being shut down. PTSD is so much 
more then fear and anxiety that people donôt really know all the 
facts. It involves the full range of emotions, undermining our 
bodyôs health, ability to think clearly, to setting goals an achiev-
ing them, and even to participating an benefiting from relation-
ships. As someone that suffers from this disorder, PTSD replaces 

Making a Date with Your Dentist Just Got Easier  
 
Most consumers know they should be getting to the dentist more 
often, but too frequently busy schedules push the thought out of 
mind and they just never get around to making the appointment. 
In January, Delta Dental announced a new tool to change that. 
Brighter ScheduleÊ helps consumers to make their dental ap-
pointments while the thought is top of mind. Beginning in 
March, Delta Dental subscribers can find available times to see 
their dentist and make an appointment right from the Delta Den-
tal app, the feature will also be available on Delta Dentalôs 
online provider directory starting in July. ñDelta Dental is fo-
cused on adding products that make it easier for both patients 
and providers to connect, making it simpler for patients to utilize 
their dental benefits,ò said Scott Jessee, Delta Dental Plans As-
sociation vice president, information technology.  
 
ñNow, they can make dental appointments when itôs convenient 
for them.ò ñBringing technology and consumerism to healthcare 
delivers great value to patients, providers and plan sponsors 
alike,ò said Jake Winebaum, CEO of Brighter, Inc., the company 
that powers Brighter ScheduleÊ. ñWe are excited to begin 
working with Delta Dental to enable their members and provid-
ers to more efficiently and conveniently connect with each oth-
er.ò  

Satellite Melter 
 
Whatôs one way to remove an enemy satellite? Melt it. A 
DARPA-funded program with Northrop Grum-
man and Raytheon is developing a satellite that will be designed 
to hunt and track an adversaryôs defense satellite. If done right, it 
will work by simple physics, reflecting a sunbeam on the enemy 
satellite that will, over the course of weeks, heat the opposing 
satellite just enough to make it fall out of orbit and burn up on 
reentry into the upper stratosphere. 
 
It wonôt look like 
a brilliant strike in 
the sky. In fact, it 
wonôt even be 
seen. Thatôs the 
idea. Itôs a five-
year project with 
a demo in 2018 
and a launch ex-
pected in 2021. 

CLUB MEMBERS!  PLEASE 
CHECK YOUR EXPIRA-
TION DATE AND EXTEND 
IT IF EXPIRING. 



 

You Pick $3.00  to $3.50 lb      Mid April 
 We Pick $4.75 lb        Thru June 
 

Misty Meadows Blueberry Farm 
Route 581 North (Off Turner Camp Road) 

Bill & Rhonda Scheiterle 
8801 East Grays Lane 
Inverness, FL  34453 

VFW Post 4252 Member, Commander of Post 4252 
Honor Guard and USMC Vietnam Veteran 

10% Discount with this ad or VFW membership card 

Tel:  352 726-7907 
 

www.mistymeadowsblueberryfarm.com  
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                Learn to Recognize the Signs 

 

Many Veterans may not show any signs of intent to harm them-

selves before doing so, but some actions can be a sign that a 

Veteran needs help. Veterans in crisis may show behaviors that 

indicate a risk of harming themselves. 

 

Veterans who are considering suicide often show signs of de-

pression, anxiety, low self-esteem, and/or hopelessness, such 

as: 

¶ Appearing sad or depressed most of the time 

¶ Clinical depression: deep sadness, loss of interest, trouble 
sleeping and eatingðthat doesnôt go away or continues to get 
worse 

¶ Feeling anxious, agitated, or unable to sleep 

¶ Neglecting personal welfare, deteriorating physical appear-
ance 

¶ Withdrawing from friends, family, and society, or sleeping 
all the time 

¶ Losing interest in hobbies, work, school, or other things 
one used to care about 

¶ Frequent and dramatic mood changes 

¶ Expressing feelings of excessive guilt or shame 

¶ Feelings of failure or decreased performance 

¶ Feeling that life is not worth living, having no sense of 
purpose in life 

¶ Talk about feeling trappedðlike there is no way out of a 
situation 

¶ Having feelings of desperation, and saying that thereôs no 
solution to their problems 

Their behavior may be dramatically different from their normal 
behavior, or they may appear to be actively contemplating or 
preparing for a suicidal act through behaviors such as: 

¶ Performing poorly at work or school 

¶ Acting recklessly or engaging in risky activitiesð
seemingly without thinking 

¶ Showing violent behavior such as punching holes in walls, 
getting into fights or self-destructive violence; feeling rage or 
uncontrolled anger or seeking revenge 

¶ Looking as though one has a ñdeath wish,ò tempting fate 
by taking risks that could lead to death, such as driving fast or 
running red lights 

¶ Giving away prized possessions 

¶ Putting affairs in order, tying up loose ends, and/or making 
out a will 

¶ Seeking access to firearms, pills, or other means of harm-
ing oneself 

If you are a Veteran or know a Veteran who is showing any of 
the above warning signs, please call the Veterans Crisis 
Line , chat online , or send a text message today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

or 
 

www.veteranscrisisline.net 

Editorial 
 

You may have read 
my rants in the local 
newspaper about 
status of the Citrus 
County Veterans 
Service Office 
(VSO).  In particu-
lar I was concerned 
about the County 
Commissioners 
deleting the Secre-
tarial position at the VSO where thousands of calls must be 
answered from veterans and their families regarding claims, 
benefits and many other subjects.  Too, I championed for sev-
eral years to move the VSO to a County Division Level be-
cause of the percentage of veterans in Citrus County and our 
significant impact on income brought to this area from sources 
such as disability pay, retirement pay, etc., etc., etc.  At the 
moment, the VSO is located on par with Animal Services, 4H 
and Aquatic Services.  Not being critical of those offices who 
have their own mission, I do believe that we who served our 
country in uniform for freedom should be considered as a wee 
bit higher importance factor in our local government.  
 
I caught hell from some people for complaining about this 
insult to us, while many understood where I was coming from 
and called or emailed to thank me.  It was my intention to drop 
the subject after being told under the table there would be 
know change to the Commissionerôs decision, period.  Then, I 
heard something else in the grapevine (no pun intended) about 
something happening in the Commissioner area.  One of their 
meetings would discuss this subject again.  Unfortunately, I 
was never told but, guess what, I showed up.  Hereôs what 
happened: 
 
I attended the Citrus County Commissioners meeting this past 
week learning they would discuss moving the VSO to Divi-
sion level, as it should be when you consider the millions of 
dollars brought into our County by veterans and number resid-
ing here. Statistics from 2013, which have probably signifi-
cantly increased, provide proof of our impact here: 
 
- We had 25,730 military veterans, nearly 18.5% within a total 
population  
- The total VA expenditure in Citrus County was 
$102,916,000 or $4000 per veteran. 
 
A snapshot of where that money comes from includes: 
 
- Compensation & Benefits: $51,013,000 
- Education & Voc Rehab: $2,952,000 
- Insurance & Indemnities: $2,040,000 
- Medical Care: $47,813,000 
 
There were only two veterans noted at the meeting, none from 
the VSO it appeared, and I must assume veterans organiza-
tions were not informed. I tried to contact the VSO about the 
meeting the day prior but received a recording because the 
Commissioners eliminated the VSO secretarial position. 
 
The aforementioned millions of dollars coming here is primar-
ily a direct result of the VSOôs work in helping our veterans 
with benefits, disability pay, etc., etc., etc. Unfortunately the 
Commissioners venue of discussing veterans and the VSO 

occurred about 3 hours into the meeting as I listened to what 
they believed were more important subjects such as deciding 
to serve coffee in our libraries, the demolition of a couple 
mobile homes, concrete crushing at the landfill, etc. All 
seemingly taking priority over support of our veterans and 
their families. 
 
Finally the discussion began about the proposed VSO move 
to division level, an action resulting from a letter sent by the 
County Veterans Advisory Board (VAB). I commend the 
VAB for taking this action though I noted the Commission-
ers continually referred to the VAB as a Veterans Council, 
leading me to believe that if you do not know the title of 
their office you do not know much at about them. 
 
During the discussion Commissioner Kinnard disagreed 
moving VSO to a division level, which would increase salary 
of their head, and said merit pay would be the solution. After 
hearing remarks during the discussion and my assumption 
the decision would be merit pay rather than placing the VSO 
at a deserved County division position, I got up and left the 
farce. 
 
Merit pay is the VAôs solution to failure. We see VA man-
agement receiving bonuses for work despite the fact being 
responsible for killing veterans in our hospitals, delaying 
their medical support and mismanaging disability claims. 
How does a County Commissioner determine merit pay 
when the majority have not served in uniform, have little 
data regarding needs of 
the VSO and our veter-
ans, place veterans 
support in a managerial 
hierarchy equal to 
County Animal Ser-
vices and like offices, 
ignore the fact we 
bring millions of dol-
lars into this county 
while most County 
offices and divisions 
spend our tax money, 
and seemingly ignore 
we who served this country in hell of battle to give them 
freedom of being a Commissioner? 
 
The head of VSO should make more money, not only based 
upon the money brought into Citrus County, but because she 
is a damned good employee. A fantastic employee support-
ing veterans. Her office should be Division level when you 
consider impact to the Countyôs coffers, the number of veter-
ans in our County and the fact we served to provide Ameri-
ca's freedom. Discussing merit pay is an embarrassment as 
far as I am concerned, as is refusing to move the VSO to 
division level. 
 
A sad day in the Commissionerôs meeting as far as I am con-
cerned.  I certainly hope you will remember this problem and 
consider future elections.  Make sure we place people in of-
fice who are receptive to honoring us, knowledgeable about 
our needs, care for our needs and never, ever, humiliate us or 
our family members. 
 
God Bless America and our troops in harmôs way. 
 
John Stewart 
CMSgt, USAF (retired) 

Optimist: The glass is half full. 
 
Pessimist: The glass is half empty. 
 
Mother: Why didnôt you use a coaster! 



 

 
2 Air Force Crosses awarded for heroism in Af-
ghanistan 
 
By TARA COPP   
 
WASHINGTON ð The Air Force awarded its highest honors 
Thursday to two airmen for their acts of valor serving in Afghan-
istan more than a decade apart. 
 
Keary Miller, now a retired master sergeant, entered Afghanistan 
just two months after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks as an Air Force 
pararescue specialist, tasked with jumping into firefights to save 
downed troops. Fellow honoree, Staff Sgt. Christopher Baradat 
would serve as a combat controller more than 10 years later, 
assisting Afghan forces in Kunar Province, along the countryôs 
border with Pakistan. 
 
Both airmen had their awards upgraded from Silver Stars to Air 
Force Crosses as part of the Pentagon-wide review of more than 
1,100 medals awarded across the services for the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan after questions were raised about whether some 
of the actions had warranted higher honors. The Air Force has 
reviewed 147 medals awarded for action in Iraq and Afghanistan 
since 2001, including 12 Air Force Crosses and 135 Silver Stars. 
To date the Air Force has upgraded 10 medals. 
 
The Air Force Cross is given for extraordinary heroism while 
engaged in military operations against an opposing foreign force. 
It is the highest Air Force award, second only to the Medal of 
Honor. 
 
Miller, a technical sergeant at the time, deployed to Afghanistan 
as a pararescueman in November 2001 with the 23rd Special 
Tactics Squadron, Joint Special Operations Aviation Component
-North. 
 
On March 4, 2002, Miller was on an MH-47 Chinook helicopter 
flying into the mountains to save two servicemembers who were 
trying to evade capture. The servicemembers had been in a fire-
fight with al-Qaida and Taliban militants in the Paktia Province 
of Afghanistan, a snow-covered mountainous region south of 
Kabul. 
 
Retired Master Sgt. Keary Miller, left, and Staff Sgt. Christopher 
Baradat are among those who have had their awards upgraded 
from Silver Stars to Air Force Crosses as part of the Pentagon-
wide review of more than 1,100 medals awarded across the ser-
vices for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
DOD 
 
ñAs [Millerôs] helicopter approached the landing zone, the team 
immediately began to receive heavy enemy fire from rocket-
propelled grenades and machine guns. Just prior to landing, ac-
curate enemy rocket-propelled grenades slammed into the cock-
pit and tail rotor, crippling the aircraft and forcing it to crash 
land,ò the Air Force said in the official narrative accompanying 
the award. 
 
Miller and the other forces on board immediately came under 
fire as they tried to exit the downed aircraft. Four soldiers were 
killed and five others wounded. Miller began returning fire 
where he dragged the co-pilot, who had been shot in the leg, to 
safety at the rear the aircraft with the other wounded. 
 
The firefight would continue for the next 15 hours, testing every-

thing the team knew about survival. As the hours went on, Mil-
ler and the team were pinned and low on ammunition. 
 
ñAs the duration of the fight increased, Sgt. Miller removed M-
203 and 5.56 rounds from the deceased and, in an act of ex-
traordinary courage, moved through some of the dayôs heaviest 
rocket-propelled grenade, mortar, and small arms fire while 
distributing the ammunition from position to position,ò the Air 
Force said. 
 
But Taliban and al-Qaida fighters knew their location and with 
each mortar, those enemy forces got closer to directly hitting 
the remaining troops. Miller re-entered the line of fire multiple 
times to move the wounded to a bunker, where soldiers found 
the bodies of the two servicemembers who they had come to 
rescue initially. Miller secured the bodies for movement with 
the downed helicopterôs rappel rope, in case they had been boo-
by-trapped by enemy forces. 
 
Then their bunker position started to take grenade fire, 
ñmortally wounding another pararescueman and critically injur-
ing an Army medic,ò the Air Force said. 
 
Miller began treatment of the additional wounded, ñmoving 
from one to the next to provide life-saving medical intervention 
amidst relentless enemy attacks,ò the Air Force said. 
U.S. forces started to get the upper hand in repelling the al-
Qaida and Taliban fighters. But the outside temperature was 
dropping quickly. 
 
ñCounteracting hypothermia became paramount,ò the Air Force 
said. Miller ñagain proceeded to the helicopter to recover medi-
cal supplies, blankets, and sleeping bags. This proved to be 
inadequate in the snow-covered mountains, and Sgt. Miller 
stripped insulation from the helicopterôs fuselage in order to 
construct shelters and warm the patients.ò 
 
As another rescue helicopter finally secured Miller and the 
wounded, he kept providing aid, and is credited with ñsaving 
the lives of four seriously wounded Americans,ò the Air Force 
said. 
 
Baradatôs heroism would take place more than a decade later, 
in a region just north of where Miller had fought. 
 
On April 6, 2013, Baradat was a combat controller attached to 
an Army Special Forces team in Kunar Province, Afghanistan. 
They were called in as a Quick Reaction Force for 66 Afghan 
forces who had come ñunder intense attack by 100 insurgents, 
pinning them down and preventing their escape.ò 
 
The Afghan forces were trapped by militants in a valley used 
by the Taliban and al-Qaida as a main route to move arms and 
fighters. The route was narrow and the terrain rugged, slowing 
the U.S. forcesô armored or lighter trucks as they tried to reach 
the trapped Afghans. 
 
So Baradat and his team got out on foot. As they closed in on 
the Afghans, the U.S. rescue unit also began taking fire. 
ñAs a hail of bullets impacted all around them ... Baradat and 
his dismounted team sprinted 200 meters east along the valley 
road, taking cover in a small mud compound approximately 
800 meters from the pinned down element,ò the Air Force said 
 
(continued on next page). 

Sniper Pod 
 
Mission 
 
Sniper pods provide improved long-range target detection/
identification and continuous stabilized surveillance for all 
missions, including close air support of ground forces. The 
Sniper pod enables aircrews to detect and identify weapon 
caches and individuals carrying armaments, all outside jet noise 
ranges. Superior imagery, a video datalink and J-series-
weapons-quality coordinates provided by the Sniper pod enable 
rapid target decisions and keep aircrews out of threat ranges. 
 

High resolution imagery for non-traditional intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance (NTISR) enables the Sniper pod 
to play a major role in Air Force operations in theater, provid-
ing top cover for ground forces, as well as increasing the safety 
of civilian populations. 
 
The Sniper pod is combat proven on U.S. Air Force and inter-
national F-15E, F-16 (all blocks), B-1, A-10C, Harrier GR7/9 
and CF-18 aircraft. Lockheed Martin is also in the final stages 
of integrating the Sniper pod on the B-52. The pod's plug-and-
play capability facilitates moving the pod across platforms 
without changing software. 
 
Features 
 
Sniper pods include a high definition mid-wave forward look-
ing infrared (FLIR), dual-mode laser, HDTV, laser spot track-
er, laser marker, video data link, and a digital data recorder. 
Advanced image processing algorithms, combined with rock 
steady stabilization techniques, provide cutting-edge perfor-
mance. The pod features automatic tracking and laser designa-
tion of tactical size targets via real-time imagery presented on 
cockpit displays. The Sniper pod is fully compatible with the 
latest J-series munitions for precision weapons delivery against 
multiple moving and fixed targets. 
 
Advanced Targeting Pod - Sensor Enhancement (ATP-SE) 
design upgrades include enhanced sensors, advanced proces-
sors, and automated NTISR modes. 
 
The Sniper pod's architecture and modular design permits true 
two-level maintenance, eliminating costly intermediate-level 
support. Automated built-in test permits flightline maintainers 
to isolate and replace an LRU in under 20 minutes. Spares are 
ordered through a user-friendly website offering in-transit visi-
bility to parts shipment. 
 
The Sniper pod's modular design also offers an affordable road 
map for modernizing and enhancing precision targeting capa-
bilities for U.S. Air Force and coalition partner aircraft. 

Background 
 
Sniper was competitively selected to be the U.S. Air Force's 
Advanced Targeting Pod in August 2001. The contract provid-
ed for pods and associated equipment, spares, and support of 
the F-16 and F-15E aircraft for the total force, active-duty Air 
Force and Air National Guard. The Sniper pod first deployed 
overseas on F-15E aircraft in January 2005. 
 
The Sniper pod was originally required for use on U.S. Air 
Force F-16, F-15E, and A-10 aircraft. It deployed on the F-16 
in 2006, on the B-1 in 2008 in response to an urgent operational 
need, and on the A-10C in 2010. It is also in the final stages of 
integration on the B-52.  

21.3 Million Potential Veteran Targets 
 
There are more than 21.3 million Veterans in the United States 
ï thatôs 21.3 million potential targets for fraud. Unfortunately, 
fraudsters like to try to gain the trust of a group of people with 
common backgrounds and interests. Thatôs why as a Veteran, 
they may zero in on you or your family and try to draw you into 
their fraudulent investment schemes. The fraudster may even be 
a Veteran or at least pretend to be.  Investment fraud comes in 
many shapes and sizes and fraudsters use various tactics to 
scam potential investors. Often, the fraudster pretends to be 
your friend, encourages you to get in on the ñground floorò of a 
new investment opportunity, promises huge returns and pres-
sures you into buying right away. These are all red flags that 
should set off alarms. You can see examples of these kinds of 
fraud and how to avoid them by checking out the Securities and 
Exchange Commissionôs (SEC) new public service videos ac-
cessible at  https://www.investor.gov/additional-resources/
specialized-resources/public-service-campaign.  Bottom line ï 
if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is!  Whether youôre 
a first time investor or a seasoned pro, the SEC has valuable 
information on ways to stay clear of con artists and their invest-
ment scams, and how to invest wisely and consider the costs 
and fees associated with investing. Learn more at Saving and 
Investing:  A Roadmap to Your Financial Security Through 
Saving and Investing at https://www.investor.gov/system/files/
publications/documents/english/Saving-and-Investing.pdf  and 
take advantage of all of the free investor education tools and 
resources at https://investor.gov including its military page at 
https://investor.gov/additional-resources/specialized-resources/
military  The very first thing you need to do is make sure you 
have done a background check on your investment profession-
al. Itôs easy to do. Just go to the SECôs Investor.gov website to 
check on your financial professional before you invest. Being 
informed about the fees and expenses of investing is also an 
important part of being a wise investor. These fees may seem 
small, but over time they can have a major impact on your in-
vestment portfolio.  Be sure to ask your financial professional 
questions so that you understand what you will be charged, 
when and why.  These questions can range from what fees are 
charged for transactions and advisory services to how the finan-
cial professional is compensated.  And just like shopping for 
the best price on a car, shop around before you invest and con-
sider how much you are paying for investing services. Remem-
ber, all investments involve some degree of risk. By picking a 
mix of investments you may be able to limit your losses and 
reduce the ups and downs of your returns without sacrificing 
much in potential gains. And most importantly, donôt be a vic-
tim of investment fraud.  Your best defense is self-defenseð
through education, research and common sense.   
 
(Source:  VAntage Point, Lori Schock ) 



 

(continued from previous page) 
 
Baradat communicated with an overhead A-10 ground-
attack aircraft to direct its 30-mm gun on the enemy forces. 
The rescue team then moved forward, reaching a compound 
that was just 200 meters from the trapped Afghans. 
 
Then they came under fire again. 
 
ñAs [Baradatôs] team passed this compound, gunfire raining 
down on the isolated [Afghans] increased dramatically and 
the 100 enemy fighters redirected their entire volume of fire 
at [Baradatôs] team,ò the Air Force said. 
 
But the compound walls prevented Baradat from communi-
cating with C-130 and A-10 aircraft for support. So he 
stepped into the line of fire. 
 
ñIgnoring repeated shouts from his team leader and team-
mates to take cover, Baradat willfully remained in the com-
poundôs unprotected, open courtyard in order to spot enemy 
locations and maintain communications with the [close-air 
support] assets and other friendly positions,ò the Air Force 
said. 
 
ñDespite enemy rounds impacting inside the courtyard and 
in such close proximity that dirt from the impacting bullets 
sprayed all over him,ò Baradat remained exposed to direct 
the gunships. 
 
The hail of gunfire from the overhead U.S. aircraft allowed 
the rescue team to free the Afghan forces. But the way out, 
back along the narrow valley road, would be just as danger-
ous, and the column of exiting forces started to take fire 
again. 
 
ñRealizing that he couldnôt effectively communicate with 
aircraft or keep eyes on the flanking enemy positions from 
inside the vehicle é Baradat knowingly chose to reject the 
safety of the armored vehicle and took up a position on the 
exterior of the vehicle. Exposed to enemy fire, he balanced 
himself on the vehicleôs running board while one of the oc-
cupants held onto his belt.ò 
 
As their escape vehicle lurched along the narrow path, Bara-
dat kept calling in support fire from aircraft. The roadôs 
rocky wall scraped ñhis back, head and heels of his boots,ò 
and enemy machine gunfire ricocheted off the rock wall 
behind him, spraying rock fragments on his head and body. 
 
In those three hours of intense attack, Baradat would com-
municate with six A-10s and two AC-130s and direct 13 500
-pound-bombs and approximately 7,000 rounds of ammuni-
tion before the convoy would successfully make it out of the 
valley. 

Not Under Trump Administration 
 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs David Shulkin reiterated that Presi-
dent Donald Trumpôs administration is ñin no wayò trying to pri-
vatize the VA, after Mr. Trump earlier this week signed a law 
extending private care options for veterans.  ñIn no way are we 
seeking to privatize the VA,ò Shulkin said Saturday on ñCBS 
This Morning,ò adding that the VA needs to work ñcloserò with 
the private sector to use an ñintegratedò approach to veteran care.  
Shulkin said when he took office that he was against privatizing 
the VA, a stance that stirred fears from some conservatives that 
the Obama-era holdover would continue the status quo at the VA.  
Shulkinôs latest remarks came two days after the president signed 
a law eliminating the August expiration date of a program born 
out of the 2014 VA wait time scandal. The new law allows en-
rolled veterans to see doctors in their communities instead of 
waiting for a VA appointment.  
 
Shulkin wouldnôt reveal any details about a press conference Mr. 
Trump will be holding  in a week about veterans issues, but said 
the news conference will cover the ñtremendous progressò the VA 
has made. Three years after the wait time scandal, many VA med-
ical centers are still forcing veterans to wait for care. Last year, 
former VA Secretary Robert McDonald -- who took the helm to 
reform wait times in the wake of the 2014 scandal -- made head-
lines when he compared the wait times to long lines at Disney-
land. Federal authorities have also stepped up investigations at 
VA medical centers due to a startling increase in opioid theft, 
missing prescriptions and unauthorized drug use by VA employ-
ees, according to government data the Associated Press obtained 
earlier this year.  Shulkin said thereôs a ñbipartisanò commitment 
to fixing the VA under Mr. Trump. 
 
ñWell, what Iôm seeing is really a bipartisan commitment to mak-
ing sure that we fix the issues that have been plaguing the VA for 
years, and what Iôm seeing is just a consistent desire to move 
quickly and to make some hard decisions to fix the VA,ò Shulkin 
said.  

Used with permission from Stars and Stripes.  
 Visit their website at www.stripes.com 

A man walks into a doctor's office. He has a cucumber up 
his nose, a carrot in his left ear and a banana in his right 
ear. 
 
"What's the matter with me?" he asks the doctor. 
 
The doctor replies, "You're not eating properly."  

It Can Destroy Anything in its Path 
 
Were the United States to go to war with Russia, both sides 
could draw on deadly weapons that the world has never seen 
on a battlefield. On the Russian side, there are new and small-
er tactical nuclear weapons. To counter them, the U.S. Army 
is taking another look at a ñdevastatingò weapon it first tested 
in 2013: the Kinetic Energy Projectile, or KEP, a tungsten-
based charge moving at three times the speed of sound that 
can destroy anything in its path. ñThink of it as a big shotgun 
shell,ò Maj. Gen. William Hix, the Armyôs director of strate-
gy, plans & policy, said a few weeks ago at the Booz Allen 
Hamilton Direct Energy Summit. But unlike a shotgun shell, 
Hix said, the KEP moves at incredible speeds of ñMach 3 to 
Mach 6.ò 
 
Randy Simpson, a weapons programs manager at Lawrence 
Livermore National Lab, explains that kinetic energy projec-
tiles are warheads that ñtake advantage of high terminal 
speeds to deliver much more energy onto a target than the 
chemical explosives they carry would deliver alone.ò  Said 
Hix: ñThe way that they [Lawrence Livermore] have designed 
it is quite devastating. I would not want to be around it. Not 
much can survive it. If you are in a main battle tank, if youôre 
a crew member, you might survive but the vehicle will be non
-mission capable, and everything below that will level of pro-
tection will be dead. Thatôs what I am talking about.ò The 
general emphasized that the exploration was in a conceptual 
phase and not yet any sort of actual program: ñWeôre looking 
at ways we might ð key, might ð use that capability in one 
of our existing launch platforms as part of the weapons suite 
that we have.ò He said the main contender for a launcher 
would be the Army Tactical Missile System, made by Lock-
heed Martin.   
 
In October 2013, an Air Force test team strapped the projec-
tile to a ñsledò on the high-speed test track at Holloman Air 
Force Base in New Mexico. The goal: to get it moving faster 
than Mach 3 and see how it might actually work in the air. 
The test showed that the warhead design worked; it also pro-
vided data to help simulations and modeling. Why would the 
U.S. military, which has put untold billions of dollars into 
precision weapons over several decades, need such a blunt 
and terrifying weapon? To counter small Russian nuclear 
weapons. ñThe Russians é maintain their tactical nuclear 
stockpile in ways that we have not,ò Hix said. 
 
Potomac Institute head Philip Karber, who helped write the 
Pentagonôs Russia New Generation Warfare Study (https://
www.nga.mil/MediaRoom/News/Pages/Russia's-'New-
Generation-Warfare'.aspx), offered a bit more explanation 
when Defense One spoke to him in January. While the United 
States retains just a few of its once-large arsenal of tactical 
nukes, Karber estimates that Russia currently has anywhere 
from 2,000 to 5,000 of the weapons. ñLook at what the Rus-
sians have been doing in low-fission, high-fusion, sub-kiloton 
tactical nuclear technology,ò he said. ñIt appears that they are 
putting a big effortéin both miniaturizing the warheads and 
using sub-kiloton low-yield warheads.ò 
 
Why is that significant? By shrinking the warhead, you can 
shoot it out of a wider variety of guns, including, potentially, 
152-millimeter tank cannons. ñTheyôve announced that the 
follow-on tank to the Armata will have a 152-millimeter gun 
missile launcher. Theyôre talking about it having a nuclear 
capability. And you go, óYouôre talking about building a nu-

clear tank, a tank that fires a nuke?ô Well, thatôs the implica-
tion,ò said Karber.  
 
Hix says that the use of tactical battlefield nuclear weapons, 
even very low-level ones, is not part of official Russian military 
doctrine, but it is a capability that they are increasingly eager to 
show off (and discuss) to intimidate neighbors and adversaries. 
ñThey certainly exercise the use of those weapons in many of 
their exercises, including the one that participated in the parking 
of 30,000 to 40,000 soldiers on the Ukrainian border right be-
fore [the 2014 invasion of] Crimea. That coercive intimidation 
is a part of their design,ò he said. And while even Soviet gener-
als may have shied away from using tactical nukes, Blix said, 
Putinôs military is ña lot more inclined philosophically to see the 
utility of them.ò   

FLA Program Takes Flight 
 

Program to develop fast, lightweight autonomous air vehicle 
completes first flight data tests 
 
They may not have zoomed flawlessly around obstacles like the 
Millennium Falcon did as it careened through the hull of a 
crashed Star Destroyer in Star Wars VII. But the sensor-loaded 
quadcopters that recently got tested in a cluttered hangar in 
Massachusetts did manage to edge their way around obstacles 
and achieve their target speeds of 20 meters per second. Moreo-
ver, the quadcopters were unmanned é and real. Thus was the 
initial phase of data collection for DARPA's Fast Lightweight 
Autonomy (FLA) program recently deemed an encouraging 
success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FLA technologies could be especially useful to address a press-
ing surveillance shortfall: Military teams patrolling dangerous 
overseas urban environments and rescue teams responding to 
disasters such as earthquakes or floods currently can use re-
motely piloted unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) to provide a 
birdôs-eye view of the situation, but to know whatôs going on 
inside an unstable building or a threatening indoor space often 
requires physical entry, which can put troops or civilian re-
sponse teams in danger.  
 
The FLA program is developing a new class of algorithms 
aimed at enabling small UAVs to quickly navigate a labyrinth of 
rooms, stairways and corridors or other obstacle-filled environ-
ments without a remote pilot. The program seeks to develop and 
demonstrate autonomous UAVs small enough to fit through an 
open window and able to fly at speeds up to 20 meters per sec-
ond (45 miles per hour)ðwhile avoiding objects within com-
plex indoor spaces independent of communication with outside 
operators or sensors and without reliance on GPS.  

Two elephants meet a totally naked guy. After a while one ele-
phant says to the other: ñI really donôt get how he can feed him-
self with that thing!ò 
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Benefits:  1-800-827-1000 
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VA Inspector General:  1-800-488-8244 
 

Veterans Crisis Line:  1-800-273-8255 Press 1 
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VA launches ónew, uniqueô tool to help prevent vet-
eran suicides 
 
By NIKKI WENTLING  
 
WASHINGTON ð The Department of Veterans Affairs recently 
unveiled a new program that reviews veteransô health records to 
identify which ones might attempt suicide. 
 
The VA launched the new analytics program nationwide this 
month. It uses a computer algorithm to comb through veteransô 
electronic health records and identifies factors, such as chronic 
illness, socioeconomic stressors, hospitalizations, relationship 
issues, life changes and certain medical and mental health condi-
tions, that indicate who could be at risk of attempting suicide. The 
goal, said Aaron Eagan, the program manager, is for the VA to 
know earlier when to step in and try to prevent a potential crisis. 
 
ñIn suicide prevention, it is a new, unique approach,ò Eagan said. 
ñIf we can engage people well and build trust and make sure their 
needs are being met, we eliminate them ever getting to a point 
where they would have a crisis. Thatôs the idea of the program.ò 
 
The program was piloted in October at VA medical centers in 
Erie and Butler, Pa., before a decision was made to expand it 
across the country. Itôs now available at all VA hospitals. 
 
So far, approximately 6,400 of the most high-risk VA patients 
across the country are included in the program, which is titled 
Recovery Engagement and Coordination for Health ï Veterans 
Enhanced Treatment, or REACH VET. 
 
Eagan described it as an alert system. 
 
Coordinators were put in place at the more than 150 VA hospitals 
across the country. When the program identifies a combination of 
factors that put a veteran at risk, the coordinators take the infor-
mation to a health care provider, who calls the veteran to ñengage 
in a conversation,ò Eagan said. The provider may make a referral 
for specialty care. 
 
ñWe want to make sure that we recognize they have a lot of com-
plex issuesé and do anything to address those needs,ò Eagan 
said.  
 
ñThe science is not there to identify a veteran who is at acute clin-
ical risk of losing their life to suicide. Many, if not all, the veter-
ans we identify may never have had suicidal thoughts or behavior, 
but they do have a lot of factors that contribute to risk. And we 
want to take a proactive and public health approach here.ò 
 
The VA has worked to develop the program for about six years, 
Eagan said. 
 
Veterans face a higher risk of suicide than the rest of the popula-
tion, according to the latest VA statistics. While veterans made up 
about 8.5 percent of the U.S. population in 2014, they accounted 
for 18 percent of suicides. 
 
An average of 20 veterans died from suicide each day in 2014. 
Six of the 20, on average, were enrolled in VA health care. 
 
VA Secretary David Shulkin has told lawmakers that heôs made 
suicide prevention a priority. 
 
ñThis cutting-edge program is saving lives by identifying at-risk 

veterans and connecting them with the specialized care and 
support they need,ò he said in a prepared statement. 

Modernization Initiative 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs  recently started digitiz-
ing older, inactive paper records, which will save taxpayer 
dollars through reduced, leased office-space that currently 
houses these records. ñThis is just one of the ways in which 
we are modernizing our capabilities, not only to be more re-
sponsive to Veterans and their families, but also to be good 
stewards of taxpayer dollars,ò said VAôs Acting Under Secre-
tary for Benefits Thomas Murphy. This new ñpaper-
extractionò process ensures that when a claim is filed, the 
Veteranôs electronic record is already available in VAôs com-
puter systems, reducing processing time for benefit claims 
from Veterans and their survivors. In the past, when a Veter-
an filed a new or supplemental claim, if a medical condition 
had worsened, the retired paper files were boxed and shipped 
to a central site to scan into VAôs systems before work would 
begin on the new claim. 
 
Nearly 2 million inactive files were housed in 33 regional 
offices across the country before the change. As of April 14, 
more than 500,000 files have been collected from eight re-
gional offices for scanning. Once the records have been digit-
ized, VA will archive and store them in less expensive long-
term storage for safekeeping. The agency plans to remove 
and scan paper claim records from the remaining regional 
offices by the end of 2018. ñThis modernization initiative 
seeks to eliminate delays caused by shipping and digital con-
version,ò said Bradley Houston, director of VAôs Office of 
Business Process Integration, which oversees the initiative. 
ñIt will give claims processors nationwide the ability to in-
stantly access millions of inactive claim records when need-
ed.ò 
 
Over the past five years, VA has made concerted efforts to 
modernize the way it processes compensation and pension 
claims. Since 2012, 397 million records ð consisting of 2.6 
billion images ð have been scanned, indexed and uploaded 
into the agencyôs electronic-claims processing system, Veter-
ans Benefits Management System. In fiscal 2016, VA provid-
ed compensation and pension benefits to more than 5.1 mil-
lion Veterans and family members, totaling over $80 billion. 
For more information about VAôs benefits, go to 
www.benefits.va.gov/benefits   or call 800-827-1000.  

A Study Confirms High Cure Rates With New 
Hepatitis C Drugs 
 
Virus undetectable in high percentage of patients after treat-
ment. 
 
WASHINGTON ï A Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
database study shows that new drug regimens for hepatitis C 
have resulted in ñremarkably highò cure rates among patients 
in VA's national health care system. 
 
Of the more than 17,000 Veterans in the study, all chronically 
infected with the hepatitis C virus at baseline, 75 percent to 93 
percent had no detectable levels of the disease in their blood 
for 12 or more weeks after the end of treatment. The therapy 
regimens lasted 8 to 24 weeks, depending on patient charac-
teristics. 
 
ñThis promising news comes as VA is dedicating significant 
funds to help greater numbers of patients with hepatitis C,ò 
said David Shulkin VA Under Secretary for Health. ñIn 
March, we announced our ability to fund care for all Veterans 
with hepatitis C for fiscal year 2016 regardless of the stage of 
the patientôs liver disease. VA has long led the country in 
screening for and treating hepatitis C. As of mid-September 
2016 alone, the Department treated more than 100,000 Veter-
ans infected with the virus. More than 68,000 of these patients 
had been treated with these new highly effective antivirals.ò 
 
The VA researchers analyzed data from four subgroups of 
patients infected with hepatitis Cðgenotypes 1, 2, 3, and 4ð
and found that genotype 1 patients showed the highest cure 
rates and genotype 3 the lowest. Genotype 1 was by far the 
most common type of infection among the four subgroups. 
The study group of more than 17,000 Veterans included more 
than 11,000 patients with confirmed or likely cirrhosis, a liver 
disease that can result from hepatitis C, among other causes. 
The study team found "surprisingly high" response rates of 
around 87 percent in this group. 
 
The overall results were consistent with those from earlier 
clinical trials that led to FDA approval of the three new drug 
regimens in the study: sofosbuvir (SOF), ledipasvir/sofosbuvir 
(LDV/SOF) and paritaprevir/ ritonavir/ ombitasvir and da-
sabuvir (PrOD). 
 
The drugs, introduced in 2013 and 2014, have been credited 
with revolutionizing hepatitis C treatment, which means a cure 
is now in reach for the vast majority of patients infected with 
the virus. Previously, using earlier drug regimens, most pa-
tients could expect, at best, only a 50 percent chance of a cure. 
 
"Our results demonstrate that LDV/SOF, PrOD and SOF regi-
mens can achieve remarkably high SVR [sustained virologic 
response] rates in real-world clinical practice," VA researchers 
wrote. 
 
The new drug regimens examined in the study do not contain 
interferon, which has troublesome side effects such as fever, 
fatigue, and low blood counts. The newer drugs are considered 
far more tolerable than the older interferon-based antiviral 
regimens, although they are far more expensive. 
 
The researchers extracted anonymous data on all patients in 
VA care who received HCV antiviral treatments between Jan-
uary 2014 and June 2015 using the VA Corporate Data Ware-

house, a national, continually updated repository of data from 
VA's computerized patient records. 
 
The study's optimistic finding is a source of optimism for Veter-
ans and others infected with the hepatitis C virus, according to 
coauthors Dr. Lauren Beste and Dr. George Ioannou, specialists 
in internal medicine and hepatology, respectively, with the VA 
Puget Sound Health Care System in Seattle. 
 
According to the researchers, modern, direct-acting antiviral 
drugs for hepatitis C far outperform our older options in terms of 
efficacy and tolerability. With older drugs, most patients could 
not undergo antiviral treatment because they had contraindica-
tions or medication side effects. With newer options, almost any-
one can safely undergo treatment for hepatitis C. 
VA research continues to expand knowledge of the disease 
through scientific studies focused on effective care, screening, 
and health care delivery. Some studies look at particular groups of 
hepatitis C patientsðfor example, female Veterans, or those with 
complicated medical conditions in addition to hepatitis C. 
 
For more information on VA care for hepatitis C, visit 
www.hepatitis.va.gov and www.hepatitis.va.gov/patient/hcv/
index.asp.  
 
Information about the database study may be found in the Sep-
tember 2016 issue of the journal  Gastroenterology. 


